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VILLAGE OF LINDEN 

BYLAW NO. XXXX-XX 

BEING A BYLAW OF THE VILLAGE OF LINDEN, IN THE PROVINCE OF ALBERTA, TO ADOPT A MUNICIPAL 

DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the provisions of Section 632(1) of the Municipal Government Act, as amended, 

the Council of the Village of Linden must, by Bylaw passed in accordance with Section 692 of the 

Municipal Government Act, adopt a plan to be known as:  

ά¢I9 ±L[[!D9 hC [Lb59b a¦bL/Lt![ 59±9[hta9b¢ t[!bέ 

NOW THEREFORE, the Council of the Village of Linden in the province of Alberta, duly assembled, enacts 

as follows:  

1. ¢Ƙƛǎ .ȅƭŀǿ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŎƛǘŜŘ ŀǎ ά¢ƘŜ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ ƻŦ [ƛƴŘŜƴ aǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ tƭŀƴέ. 

2. Bylaw No. 2012-05 ōŜƛƴƎ ά¢ƘŜ aǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ tƭŀƴέ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƛƴ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ƛǎ ƘŜǊŜōȅ 

repealed including all amendments thereto and replaced by Bylaw No. XXXXXX . 

3. Council adopts as the Municipal Development Plan for those lands contained within its civic 

ōƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎΣ ά¢ƘŜ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ ƻŦ [ƛƴŘŜƴ aǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ tƭŀƴΦέ 

4. This Bylaw takes effect on the date of the third and final reading.  

 

READ A FIRST TIME THIS ______ DAY OF _______________, 2023  

 

READ A SECOND TIME THIS ______ DAY OF _______________, 2023  

 

READ A THIRD AND FINAL TIME THIS _____ DAY OF ____________, 2023 

 

 

_________________________     ________________________ 

MAYOR        C.A.O  
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HOW TO USE THIS PLAN  
A Municipal Development Plan (MDP) guides long-range planning and land use in a municipality. The 

MDP establishes goals and objectives for development in the Village of Linden and includes policy 

statements for achieving them. It is intended to provide the framework within which the orderly, 

economical, and beneficial development and use of land can take place. The policy statements 

contained in this MDP are created to offer guidance to decision makers; however, tensions naturally 

exist between these policy statements.  The MDP is therefore designed and intended to be read in a 

comprehensive manner. Sections and policy statements are closely connected to each other and need to 

be read in context and not in isolation from each other.  

The Introduction and Community Context sections of the MDP is background information only and is not 

meant to be interpreted as policy statements. The MDP then includes an overall vision and overarching 

goals for the community which will provide guidance for the entire document. Each section thereafter is 

topic based (e.g. residential, commercial etc.) followed by objectives and policy statements. The policy 

statements are specific to each section and will directly guide long-range planning within the Village of 

Linden. 

The application of all policy statements must be to the satisfaction of the Village of Linden and/or the 

applicable approving authority. 

  

Objectives 

Policy Statements 

MDP Vision and Goals 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 PLAN PURPOSE AND REQUIREMENTS 

The purpose of this document is to establish a framework for the Village of Linden to integrate its 

community vision into its planning and decision-making. The goals and policy statements contained in 

this MDP promote the Village of LindeƴΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ ŦǳǘǳǊe growth and development and set standards for 

the evaluation of all development proposals to ensure longevity, stability, and progress.  

The MDP is a statutory plan that is adopted by bylaw by the Village of Linden Council pursuant to section 

632 of the Municipal Government Act R.S.A.2000 Chapter M-26 όǘƘŜ ΨActΩύΦ  

The MDP addresses:  

¶ future land use in the municipality; 

¶ the manner of and proposals for future development; 

¶ the provision and financing of municipal services and infrastructure; 

¶ the protection of agriculture; and 

¶ identified constraints to development. 

1.2 PREPARATION OF THE PLAN AND PUBLIC INPUT 

The MDP process was undertaken in a number of phases, which included: 

Research and Strategic Input 

Reviewing the 2021 Community Survey results, Utility Master Plan and Strategic Plan. 

Visioning and Direction Setting 

Setting future goals and priorities to guide the Plan. 

Drafting the Plan 

Creating MDP objectives and policy statements. 

Plan Confirmation and Revisions 

Reviewing and refining the MDP, including a public open house. 

Plan Approval 

Council approval by bylaw, including a formal public hearing process. 
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1.3 RELATIONSHIP TO SENIOR LEGISLATION 

This MDP has been prepared in consideration of the Province of Alberta Land Use Policies and the 

Alberta Land Stewardship Act.  

Policy statements in this MDP are statutory policy statements of the Village of Linden and will be 

implemented with due respect for the requirements of senior legislation, including Provincial and 

Federal requirements. In the case where a specific Federal or Provincial legislation, department or 

authority is referenced in this MDP, and that legislation, department or authority is amended or 

replaced; it is hereby recognized that the amended legislation, department or authority shall be 

considered to be in effect. 

In addition to the policy statements of this MDP, users are responsible to ensure that all applicable 

Federal or Provincial legislation is referenced and adhered to in all planning, land use and development 

activities. 

1.4 PLANNING HEIRARCHY 

The Village of Linden is responsible for ensuring the safety and well-being of all residents, as well as 

creating and implementing the rules and regulations that help to develop meaningful and highly valued 

spaces in our community. The MDP is a broad, guiding document that provides the framework for all 

local planning within the Village of Linden. The MDP fits within a hierarchy of plans, aligning with the 

direction and policy statements within the Village of Linden and Kneehill County Intermunicipal 

Development Plan (IDP), while guiding the content of lower-level plans and bylaws, including the 

following:  

¶ Area Structure Plans (ASP) or Redevelopment Plans (ARP), 

¶ Conceptual Schemes, 

¶ the Land Use Bylaw (LUB), and 

¶ any other relevant Policies1 established by the Village of Linden Council.  

The Land Use Bylaw is the predominate tool used to implement these MDP policy statements. The LUB 

establishes a variety of land use districts (zoning) and regulates the types of uses allowed and the 

development standards in each district. The LUB provides a basic framework for day-to-day decision-

making that balances both certainty and choice.  

The following diagram shows the legislative framework of the planning hierarchy and development 

process in Alberta.   

 

1 Council adopted Policies must be published on the Village of Lindenôs website. Check xxxxxxx to view 

active Council Policies.  

https://www.villageofcarbon.com/village-office/bylaws-policies/#tab-id-2-active
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1.5 DEVELOPMENT PROCESS AND PERMITS 

The subdivision and development permit process in Alberta is governed by the Act and the Matters 

Related to Subdivision and Development Regulation AR 84/2022 (the ΨRegulationΩύΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ ƻŦ 

Linden is responsible for its implementation. The subdivision and development permit processes ensure 

that new developments comply with the Village of LindenΩǎ ǊǳƭŜǎ ǎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [¦.Σ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ 

plans and policies. The subdivision and development permit application and decision processes also 

provide a means through which neighbours can provide feedback, or in some cases, appeal a decision of 

an approving authority. 

Municipal Government Act and Regulation 

Village of Linden and Kneehill County 

Intermunicipal Development Plan 

Municipal Development Plan 

Area Redevelopment Plan Area Structure Plan 

Conceptual Scheme/Plan 

Land Use Bylaw 

Provincial 

Intermunicipal 

Municipal  

(Statutory plans) 

Municipal  

(Non-statutory plans, 

Bylaws and Policies) 
Council Policies and Guidelines 

Building and 

other Permits 
Applications 

Safety Codes Act 

Subdivision  
Development 

Permit 

Land Use Policies / Alberta Land Stewardship Act 
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Subdivision is the process of dividing of a single parcel of land into two or more parcels, each of which is 

given a separate Title. Approval by the municipal Subdivision Authority is required before a plan of 

subdivision can be registered in an Alberta Land Titles Office.  

A development permit is a document that gives permission for use or development of or on a parcel of 

ƭŀƴŘΦ ! ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǇŜǊƳƛǘ ŜƴǎǳǊŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘȅΩǎ 

rules in terms of the type of use allowed, the setbacks or height of a building, that adequate parking is 

provided, and the aesthetics of the development. 

Other Required Permits 

In Alberta, the Safety Codes Act regulates a range of safety disciplines to keep people safe in the places 

they live, work and play. This includes disciplines such as building, gas, plumbing and electrical and fire.2 

A building permit is a document that gives permission to construct a building and ensures the building 

complies with the Code. The National Building Code ς 2019 Alberta Edition sets out the technical 

provisions for the design and construction of new buildings, and to the alteration, change of use and 

demolition of existing buildings.  

Gas, plumbing and electrical permits are other typical permits issued under the Safety Codes Act and 

their respective codes. 

  

 

2 See https://www.alberta.ca/safety-codes.aspx for more information on the Safety Codes Act and the safety codes 
framework. 

https://www.alberta.ca/safety-codes.aspx
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1.6 INTERPRETATION 

The Village of Linden MDP is a high-level document and uses specific language to guide decision-making 

regarding the development of the Village. The following terms are to be interpreted as follows: 

 

 

 

 

SHOULD 

The policy 

statement is strongly 

encouraged. Alternatives 

that can meet the intent of the 

policy statement may be proposed  

where the policy statement is not practical  

or reasonable in an unforeseen circumstance. 

MAY 

Acknowledges support in principle and 

indicates that Council or the approving 

authority has the discretion to 

determine the level of 

compliance that 

is required. 

SHALL, REQUIRE, MUST, OR WILL 

Compliance with the policy statement  

is mandatory; exceptions 

would require an 

amendment to this 

MDP. 
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2 COMMUNITY CONTEXT 
The Village of Linden is located in the central portion of southern Alberta within Kneehill County. It is 

located a 60-minute drive to the northeast of the city of Calgary (Figure 1).  

 

Figure 1 - Regional Context 
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The area is characterized as rolling prairie with good quality soils. As a result, the village is in the centre 

of a large agricultural area devoted mainly to mixed grain farming, intensive agricultural uses, 

manufacturing and oil and gas development. Linden currently acts as a service centre for these 

industries, its residents and the surrounding rural population. 

The establishment of Linden can be traced back to the early 1900s with the settlement of early settlers. 

As a way to survive the depression, the farmers created the Linden Co-operative Dairy Association. Its 

success led to the formation of the Linden Trading Co-operative Association. Linden was thereafter 

incorporated as a village in 1964 with a total area of land of 259 hectares with a population of 198 

persons.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Linden cheese factory. Circa 1944 
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2.1 POPULATION 

Linden has shown a steady increase in population since its incorporation, increasing at an average rate 

of 6% per year, reaching a rate of 8.5% in the 1970s. This dramatic increase corresponded with the 

economic boom that Alberta was experiencing in the oil and gas industries. In 2016, the population of 

Linden reached its height of 828 persons, with a slight decline in population to 747 persons in 2021.  

The 2016 age distribution of LindenΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ in Figure 2, and the household size by number 

of persons is shown in Figure 3.  

 

Figure 2 - Age Distribution by Percent Figure 3 - Household Size by Number of Persons 

 

LindeƴΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ structure is evenly distributed, although the majority of households are comprised 

of only one or two people. Households with children only comprise approximately 30% of the total 

households. This trend, along with an aging population, is anticipated to occur throughout the province 

in the next 20 years. The population projections for Alberta anticipate this region to experience 

moderate growth (5.2%) in the next 20 years3. 

  

 

3 Population Projects: Alberta and Census Divisions, 2021-2046, Treasury Board and Finance (July 2, 2021). 
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2.2 CURRENT LAND USE 

Kneehill Creek winds its way past the south west border of Linden. A tributary of Kneehill Creek runs 

north-south in a coulee that splits the Village of Linden into two separate sides. There are two man-

made earthen dams along the coulee, creating a reservoir. Generally, the lands around Linden are 

relatively flat. Closer to the coulee and Kneehill Creek the lands become quite steep, with slopes 

generally ranging between 10 to 20 percent slope, with local sections up to 25 percent slope. The Village 

boundaries encompass both the valley of Kneehill Creek and the terraced lands above, however, most of 

the developed lands are on the flatter lands along the terrace. /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ !ǾŜƴǳŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ [ƛƴŘŜƴΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ 

street, runs east-west and further separates Linden into four quarters. Figure 4 shows the general layout 

of the Village of Linden.  

Figure 4 - Village of Linden  
























































